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The Art of

PERSEVERANCE
with our speakers
AMAL KASSIR | IBN ALI MILLER | IMAD BAYOUN |
IBRAHIM HINDY | SAAD TASLEEM | TAIMIYYAH ZUBAIR |
MEGAN WYATT | AHMAD SALEEM
ILYAS MAO (NASHEED) | SHELINA MERANI (STANDUP COMEDY)

& our local imams

Respected Ottawa and Gatineau community members:
Assalamu Alaikum wa rahmatu Allah wa barkatuh
In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful and all praise and
thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Prophet Mohamed, his family and his Companions. On behalf of the United Muslims
Organizations of Ottawa – Gatineau (UMO - OG), I am honored and delighted to
welcome you all to the 7th Annual I.LEAD Islamic Conference.
I.LEAD stands for Islam, Learn, Engage, Achieve and Develop. It’s main objective is to
engage, empower and support the Muslim community, especially the youth, to work
together and actively participate in building a vibrant community and a greater Canada
while maintaining a Muslim Identity.
This year’s theme, “The Art of Perseverance,” is very relevant to us as human beings.
Often times, going through hardships and tough circumstances can leave us unmotivated,
frustrated, and overall unhappy. In many instances, the mountain of tasks and difficulties
that pile up in front of us can discourage us from seeking our greater aims in life. Allah
says in the Quran, “Seek help through patient perseverance and prayer. Indeed, Allah
is with those who patiently persevere.” (2:153) This verse reassures us that, in times of
difficulty, Allah is with those who stay focused and persevere.
For this year’s event, we have tried our best to bring you the most beneficial conference
and theme by continuously improving ourselves. We have reached out to the youth in
both high schools and universities and we have listened to your suggestions by modifying
the program and adding more interactive sessions. We hope that you will find this year’s
conference both valuable and enjoyable.
I cannot adequately thank the community members, Presidents and Board Members of
all the participating organizations, ‘Team I.LEAD’, and innumerable volunteers for their
help and support in organizing this event. I would especially like to extend thanks to the
Imams of Ottawa-Gatineau for their strong support of the I.LEAD conference.
Most of all I thank you, the participants, for enriching this annual conference with your
presence. As is a tradition with our ILEAD conferences, I hope you will enjoy the content,
renew your faith, make new friends, get inspired and, above all, strive for excellence in
all aspects of your lives.
Jazakum Allahu Khairan,
Yasser Hassan
Secretary General, I.LEAD Conference
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Program Guide
Time

360 Stage (Main Hall)

Hall C

10:00 - 10:30

Hall D

Arrival & Registration

10:30 - 11:00

Quran Recitation + Welcome address

11:05 - 11:45

Address on behalf of UMO-OG / Imam / Dignitaries

11:55 - 12:00

iLEADx Intro

12:00 - 12:30

Perseverance: Road to Happiness
Sr. Amal Kassir

12:35 - 1:05

Canada: Land of Hope
Imam Ibrahim Hindy

1:05 - 2:00

Lunch Break + Dhur Prayer

2:00 - 3:20

Panel Discussion: Developing Healthy Youth
Dr. Imad Bayoun + Local Imams

3:25 - 3:35

iLEADx - #01 - Social Justice in Islam

3:40 - 4:20

Strengthening the Muslim Home #1 - Our Marriage
Sr. Megan Wyatt

4:25 - 4:35

iLEADx - #02 - Spoken Word

4:35 - 4:55

#Viral (Youth Open Mic)
Sr. Amal Kassir & Br. Ibn Ali Miller

Dope Halaqa
Dr. Imad Bayoun & Imam Ibrahim Hindy

Asr Prayer

5:00 - 5:40

Strengthening the Muslim Home #2 - Our Parents
Imam Ibrahim Hindy & Sr. Amal Kassir

5:45 - 6:05

The Material vs. The Immaterial
Imam Ahmad Saleem

6:10 - 6:20

ICNA Relief Canada - Executive Sponsor Presentation

6:25 - 6:40

Nasheed Concert #1
Br. Ilyas Mao

6:45 - 7:05

Comedy Special
Sr. Shelina Merani

7:10 - 7:30

Lowering Your Gaze in
Lowering Your Gaze in
the Digital Age (Sisters) the Digital Age (Brothers)
Sr. Megan Wyatt &
Br. Ibn Ali Miller & Shaykh
Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair
Saad Tasleem

Maghrib Prayer

7:35 - 8:15

Uprooting Islamophobia
Shaykh Saad Tasleem

8:20 - 8:30

iLEADx - #03 - My Hijab

8:35 - 9:05

The Prophetic Example
Dr. Imad Bayoun

9:10 - 9:40

The Quranic Light
Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair

9:40 - 9:55

Destigmatizing Mental Health
Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair & Br. Ibn Ali Miller
featuring Nisa Helpline

Speak Up!
Shaykh Saad Tasleem & Sr. Megan Wyatt
Isha Prayer

10:00 - 10:30

The Company You Keep
Br. Ibn Ali Miller

10:30 - 10:45

Nasheed Concert - Finale
Br. Ilyas Mao

10:45 - 11:00

Closing - I.LEAD Team, Secretary General

3

360 Stage
12:00-12:30 PM | Perseverance: Road to
Happiness | Sr. Amal Kassir
This world is full of negativity! Why is it not easy sailing? After all,
didn't Allah (swt) create us? Why make us suffer! How do we deal
with the negativity, the grief, the depression, the suffering? What is
perseverance? Why do we need perseverance?
This will serve as an introduction to Islamic views on Perseverance,
on Happiness, and how the two are related. It will set the theme for
the rest of the topics throughout the day.

12:35-1:05 PM | Canada: Land of Hope
Imam Ibrahim Hindy
Canada is our home! It is a ray of hope in the world, and we
have a responsibility towards it. This session is about civic
engagement, how by being involved, we become part of the
solution, as opposed to simply complaining... or worse, being
part of the problem. By being involved, we are actually
emulating our role model; the Prophet (PBUH).

2:00-3:20 PM | Panel Discussion: Developing
Healthy Youth | Dr. Imad Bayoun

AND OUR
LOCAL IMAMS
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The challenge that many imams and youth workers face in our
community is "how"... how do we develop healthy youth? Healthy
in the holistic sense... in their connection to Allah (swt), in their
understanding of reality, in their strength and resolve, in their
wisdom, in their ability to make the right decision, in their ability
to face different challenges...

3:25-3:35 PM | iLEADx #1 - Social Justice in Islam
Sr. Yumna Nummer
3:40-4:20 PM | Strengthening the Muslim
Home #1 - Our Marriage | Sr. Megan Wyatt
Marriage is a cornerstone of our Ummah. It's one of the most
important relationships we will have as adults. Whether single,
engaged, or currently married this session will explore the three
most important elements that can set relationships up for success.
Whether you are single and preparing to get married, newly
married, or have a few years behind you as a couple this session
will highlight what you can do now and moving forward to
honour marriage, develop a relationship of love and respect, and
strengthen your Muslim home and Ummah in the process.

4:25-4:35 PM | iLEADx #2 - Spoken Word
Sr. Maryam Ben Hmida
5:00-5:40 PM | Strengthening the Muslim
Home #2 - Our Parents |Imam Ibrahim
Hindy, Sr. Amal Kassir
There's a generation gap between the Muslim youth of today and
their parents. While this generation gap was always there in the
past, today it seems to be exacerbated by the tremendous digital
revolution with all the advent of the Internet and the avalanche of
information... information overload has fueled this generation
gap. But what else is there that makes this generation gap unique
in our history of humans? Why is it such a problem today? Has it
really caused alienation between the youth and elders? How can
parents address this issue and bridge the gap between them and
their youth? Is this important to begin with, or should we let
people be?
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5:45-6:05 PM | The Material vs. The
Immaterial | Imam Ahmad Saleem
The challenge is the rat race! We follow material wins and often
neglect the unseen... the tangible is what we seek. But the reality is that
we often work for the here and now, for the dunya, neglecting the
hereafter, the akhira. Our mindset needs to change... how do we do
this? What's unique about us as Muslims is that we are not after the
here and now... we are after the pleasure of Allah (swt) in the
hereafter, seeking happiness not only in this life, but also - and more
importantly- in the hereafter.

6:10-6:20 PM | ICNA Relief Canada Executive Sponsor Presentation
6:25-6:40 PM | Nasheed Concert #1
Br. Ilyas Mao

6:45-7:05 PM | Comedy Special
Sr. Shelina Merani
7:35-8:15 PM | Uprooting Islamophobia
Shaykh Saad Tasleem
The challenge is Islamophobia! From the presence in the media, subtle
sometimes, explicit at others... we are portrayed negatively almost
everywhere. There's a huge misunderstanding of Islam that has become
conviction in the minds of many, leading to hate and fear. This hate and
fear has lead to so much pain... violence against Muslims, to the rise of
the far right! This fear and hate is fueled by special interest groups that
benefit from this fear and hate... How do we deal with this? What
concrete steps do we need to take? What fields of study should we
study? What education should we seek? What professions should we be
involved in? Why? Should we simply cocoon? If not, to what end? Is it
possible to uproot Islamophobia?
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8:20-8:30 PM | iLEADx #3 - My Hijab
Sr. Hibagh Ahmed

8:35-9:05 PM | The Prophetic Example
Dr. Imad Bayoun
After talking about many of the challenges that we face... the question
now is: How did the Prophet (PBUH) solve and deal with these
challenges? What challenges did the Muslim community face at the time
of the Prophet (PBUH)? Are they very different than our challenges
today? What similarities exist? How did the Prophet deal with the
challenges? What guidance do we have from the Seerah and from the
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) in dealing with our challenges today?
What is the Prophetic model that we should follow so as to persevere? In
our Islamic history, are there figures that were inspired by the Prophet
(PBUH) that we can look up to as well?

9:10-9:40 PM | The Quranic Light
Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair
After talking about many of the challenges that we face... the question
now is: What does the Quran say about how to deal with these
challenges? What examples from history can we look at where the
Quran provided guidance and light on how to solve the challenges of
the time? Is the Quran relevant for us today? What lessons can we
deduce from the Quran to guide us in our day-to-day challenges?

10:00-10:30 PM | The Company You Keep
Br. Ibn Ali Miller
The challenge is friends! Our friends help us choose which path to take...
if our friends remind us of Allah (swt), it becomes much easier to feel
strong on the path that Allah (swt) has ordained for us... but friends that
are heedless of Allah (swt) only make it easy for us to forget! Instead of
pulling us towards Allah, they pull us away! If we feel guilty and want to
come back to the path of Allah... our friends, who are not on this path,
make it difficult for us... we stand out, maybe even look weird! Friends
have lead innocent youth to crime... friends have caused peer pressure
to make a Muslim youth conform to societal expectations... but also...
Friends have pulled a fallen youth up from the gutters, bringing them
closer to Allah (swt)! It all depends on the company you keep! So how
do you get to have such a company?

10:30-10:45 PM | Nasheed Concert - Finale
Br. Ilyas Mao
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Panel Sessions
2:00-3:20 PM | Halls C+D | #Viral
(Youth Open Mic) | Br. Ibn Ali Miller, Sr. Amal
Kassir
Social media... Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, twitter... it's almost
a different world! Where we share glimpses, often positive ones, of
our lives... when we see it from others, we envy it! We compete to
show off! Then there are the online celebrities! They're called
influencers! We are influenced by them as well... Are they truly a
positive influence? How can we choose? What if they are our
source of Islamic knowledge but then... then... what happens if they
fall from grace? What are the many ills, problems, issues, negatives
of social media? How can we avoid them? How can we strengthen
ourselves against them?
But on the flipside... what are the many positives of social media?
How can we capitalize on them and use them for our benefit in a
positive way? In the end, for what purpose do we do this or that?

3:40-4:20 PM | Halls C+D | Dope Halaqa
Imam Ibrahim Hindy, Dr. Imad Bayoun
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Substance abuse has always been a problem in our society, from
alcohol to cocaine to marijuana. There's been a spike in
overdose-related deaths! But sometimes marijuana is perceived as
harmless, almost non-problematic! Our Muslim community, and our
youth in particular, are not immune from all this... drugs are wide
spread, dealers are everywhere, even in high schools! How do we
deal with all this? What is the position of Islam when it comes to
drugs in general, and marijuana in particular? Why is it that it was
so easy that the companions abandoned alcohol, when the
command came, while we are finding it difficult to abstain from
marijuana? What is it that the companions had that we do not? If
Allah knows that these plants are harmful, why did He create them?!
How can Canadians deal with the legalization of Marijuana? Do
we simply consider it another forbidden thing that is now lawful?
Do we have a role to play in educating ourselves and others,
non-Muslims included, about the harms of narcotics and
intoxication? Why was alcohol legalized after the prohibition? Why
is marijuana now legalized in Canada, and elsewhere in the world?

5:00-6:05PM | Lowering Your Gaze in the Digital Age
In the past, before the advent of the digital revolution, lowering your gaze was tough...
but not nearly as tough as it is today, with the constant overflow of images, concepts,
ideas, and theories that are counter to Islam... how do we lower our gaze today? What's
the harm in actually looking, exploring, exposing ourselves to the screen? We're not
actually looking at someone, are we? It's just a picture! Or a video! After all, its' nearly in
every home now! Pornography is not something we talk about, but maybe we should? Is
it affecting our youth? What's the Islamic solution to all this?

Hall C - Sisters

Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair,
Sr. Megan Wyatt

Hall D - Brothers

Shaykh Saad Tasleem,
Br. Ibn Ali Miller

7:35-8:30 PM | Halls C+D | Destigmatizing
Mental Health | Br. Ibn Ali Miller, Ustadha
Taimiyyah Zubair | Featuring Nisa Helpline
Mental health is often perceived as a negative subject... a taboo
subject! But isn't one of the goals of Islam to return to Allah with a
sound heart? Doesn't that mean a sound mental state? How do we
deal with trauma, stress, frustration, hopelessness, depression? Does
our Islamic heritage have a solution?

9:10-9:40 PM | Halls C+D | Speak Up!
Shaykh Saad Tasleem, Sr. Megan Wyatt
We see injustice everywhere... it may be overseas in many Muslim
countries, it may be in politics in the US, or here in Canada, and
sometimes, we even see it in our very own homes! Injustice comes in
many forms: murdering journalists, imprisoning scholars, labelling
people as anti-Semitic... or even in the form of domestic abuse! What
does Islam tell us about speaking up against injustice? We know the
famous words of Karl Marx where he labels religion as the opium of
people... how is Islam different? How can we identify injustice? How
can we garner the strength to speak up against injustice?
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Speakers

Speaker Bios

Amal Kassir

Ibrahim Hindy

Amal is a major proponent in education and building individual
agency in particularly underserved and vulnerable populations.
She hopes to take part in the global effort for literacy in war-struck
areas and refugee camps through writing. She is an international
spoken word poet, having performed in 10 countries and
over 100 cities. She has conducted workshops, given lectures,
and recited her poetry in venues ranging from youth prisons,
to orphanages to refugee camps to universities to churches to
community spaces for the public.
Imam Ibrahim Hindy’s thirst for Islamic knowledge began at a
young age of 14, and led him to travel the world and attending
the study circles of many scholars in Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
At the age of 18, he began preaching and lecturing at many
Mosques in the Greater Toronto Area. Imam Ibrahim continued
his studies at the University of Toronto where he attained a degree
in Religious Studies and later an MA in Usul al-Fiqh from AlMadinah International University in Malaysia.

Imam Ibrahim has been an active voice against hatred and xenophobia. He has been
interviewed and has written opinion pieces which has been featured by national and
international media extensively including outlets such as CBC, CTV, BBC, Buzzfeed, The
National Post and the Globe and Mail, among many others. Imam Ibrahim also serves
as a research manager at Yaqeen Institute for Islamic Research.

Megan Wyatt converted to Islam at the age of 19 and has
a degree in Middle Eastern Studies. She is a wife and a
homeschooling mother with four children residing in Southern
California with her husband. She has been coaching and teaching
Muslims since 2007 as well as being a contributor to other online
platforms and speaking at Muslim conferences in North America.
is a multi-passionate woman who has founded Wives of
Megan Wyatt She
Jannah, an organization that offers relationship coaching for
wives and couples as well as training programs and events. She is a co-founder for Find
Your Mr. Right, where she has taught Muslim women how to go through the marriage
process and find the right man without compromising on their values as Muslim women.
Her latest project is One Meaningful Life, where Megan is creating an Islamic personal
development space for Muslims.
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Ibn Ali Miller

Ibn Ali Miller was born and raised in Atlantic City, NJ. His parents
are Sabrina & Ali (who is deceased). He is 27 years old and
is married with seven children. He is an independent contractor
and is currently establishing an import/export business among
many other business ventures. He is also a student of Imam Amin
Muhammad and a member of Masjid Muhammad of Atlantic
City. When he is finished with his studies, he plans to open an
Islamic institute in his hometown to help inner city youth learn
traditional Islam.
Shaykh Saad Tasleem is an AlMaghrib instructor and loves to
snowboard and skateboard, he rocks his Converse sneakers like
a boss! There’s probably nobody better than him to understand
the plight of Muslim youth in the face of today’s pop culture
pressures.

Shaykh Saad studied Art History, Modern Art, Graphic Design,
and Psychology at the University of Maryland. He started his
Islamic education at IIASA in Fairfax, VA. He then went on to study in the Islamic University
of Madinah where he dedicated himself to the study of Islamic Sciences. He graduated
with a Bachelor’s from the Faculty of Shariah, University of Madinah.

Saad Tasleem

Dr. Imad Bayoun is recognized for his commitment to religious
education, especially among the youth, as a lecturer for the
Muslim American Society (MAS). He taught Aqeedah and
Fiqhas-Seerah (Jurisprudence of the Prophet’s Biography) at the
Islamic American University, and teaches “Arabic Calligraphy”
and “The World of Islam” at the California State University in San
Dr. Imad Bayoun Bernardino. He has published several audio series on “Purification
of the Heart”, “Muslim Character”, and other topics, and recently
a book entitled “Belief and the Human Mind.”
Standing Up and Speaking Out! Meet comedian Shelina Merani
who uses stand-up to break down stereotypes, build bridges
and share halal beefs. America’s Got Talent wanted to hear
about it and asked her to audition for season 12 in New York
City. Although the reviews were good, the competition was stiff:
dancing dogs?

Shelina Merani

This Comedy Keynote relays experiences of growing up in a strict
immigrant household, challenges of being a Muslim woman and wudu disasters. Shelina
revels in making people laugh – it’s a non-alcoholic high!
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Speakers

Ustadha Taimiyyah Zubair, the daughter of Dr. Idrees Zubair and
Dr. Farhat Hashmi, receiveds an upbringing in a household focused
on Islamic education. In her mid teens she completed her first study
of the Translation and Tafseer of the Qur’an and since then she
has been educated in various Islamic Sciences, including Arabic
Grammar, Fiqh, and Tafseer.

Taimiyyah Zubair

Taimiyyah Zubair has pursued extended study under their
supervision and is currently teaching Quran and Hadith studies at the AlHuda Institute. A
mother of two children, she believes every Muslim should learn the Qur’an and Hadith in
order to bring benefit into their lives. Taimiyyah Zubair is an established teacher of Quran
with a focus on Tafsir and Word Analysis.
She is a respected and inspirational role model, teaching both globally and in her
community for more than a decade. Taimiyyah Zubair studied under her parents and
scholars, Dr. Idrees Zubair and Dr. Farhat Hashmi (founders of Al Huda International). She
has been a student and teacher, at Al Huda Institute, of various Islamic Sciences including
Arabic Grammar, Hadith and Fiqh.

Sheikh Ahmad Saleem specializes in Tafseer and Seerah. He
has dedicated more than 7 years studying with Shaykh Diya AlFaidy, Vice Rector of Nooriya Islamic University, completing more
than 20 classical texts in various sciences. In addition, he has
completed the Tafseer of the Quran and its word-to-word under
the tutelage of many scholars. He later completed various texts
Ahmed Saleem under the guidance of over 20 scholars during his time in Saudi
Arabia. With an acute ability to explain difficult Islamic concepts
to the average Muslim, he is a frequently sought-out speaker.
In addition to public speaking, he is a certified coach and executive trainer. His work in
human development and neuroscience of learning gives him a unique ability to develop
blended learning courses and workshops. He has coached and mentored millennials
over 600+hours on professional and personal issues. His 10 years experience in the
field of Human Capital Development and Learning has enabled him with transferable
skills that are an asset for community youth development.
Ilyas Mao is a Somali-born Canadian nasheed artist, composer,
songwriter, and producer. The topics of his inspirational and
uplifting songs range from social justice, family values, and spiritual
guidance. Ilyas’s wealth of experience has led him to confidently
engage and inspire audiences of all ages and cultures around
the world.

Ilyas Mao

Aside from performing, Ilyas has produced soundtracks for feature
films, cartoons, and documentaries using only his voice.
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Let’s get social!
Follow us on

@ILEADCANADA for exciting new updates!

I.LEAD IS COLLECTIVELY ORGANIZED BY UMO-OG. UMO-OG MEMBERS:

THE ISLAMIC SOCIETY
OF GLOUCESTER

SPECIAL THANKS TO
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Established in 1980, Human Concern International is the first Muslim charity in Canada
HCI has been implementing Zakat projects for the last 35 years in over 40 countries.
Thousands of Muslims across Canada trust us to dispense their Zakat in the
most accountable and transparent way.
We implement projects that are Zakat eligible and have the most impact on those in need.
This includes, child sponsorships, income assistance, emergency & disaster relief,
food aid and refugee support.

1-800-587-6424

www.humanconcern.org

hcicanada

ICNA Relief Canada

No Borders - No Boundaries

Oasis of ‘Urfa:

A Syrian Girls Orphanage
located in Turkey

We are committed to human
ŸåųƴĜÏåƋĘųŅƚčĘåýåÏƋĜƴåĜĹƋåčų±ƋĜŅĹ
of resources to help people in need

Help build a safe home for these
young women, from as low as
one dollar a day

Sadaqa Food Bank is supporting
over 20,000 individuals. Support
the only halal foodbank in Ottawa

Join us in our mission of feeding
and sheltering those in need



www.icnareliefcanada.ca



Relying on food banks
nationally are children.
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ANNUAL ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

2019

10:00AM  11:00PM

EY CENTRE

th

SAT. 16 MARCH
4899 UPLANDS DRIVE

iL e a d C a n a d a . c a

@ILEADCANADA

